
 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS NEWTON 

PO Box 610207 Newton, MA  02461                   www.lwvnewton.org 

617-383-4598                                                                      Email: info@lwvnewton.org 

 

 
 
 
Board of Directors 
 
Acting President 

Judy Jaffe 
 

Clerk Coordinator 
Jennifer Abbott 
 

Treasurer 
Andrea Kozinetz 
 

Directors 
Bonnie Carter 
Frieda Dweck 
Marcia Johnson 
Rhanna Kidwell 
Lisa Mirabile 
David Micley 
Linda Morrison 
Madeline Ranalli 
Sharyn Roberts 
Marcia Tabenken 

 
October 13, 2022 
 
 
Dear Council President Susan Albright, 
 
In  December 2017, the League of Women Voters, Newton (LWVN) Board of Directors 
sent a letter of support for changes to the Accessory Apartment ordinance (6.7.1) as 
found in Chapter 30: Zoning Ordinance December 31, 2017 [reference 30-September 
Councilor Crossley memorandum], which significantly revised the ordinance to allow 
homeowners to create an accessory apartment, as of right, within the main residence.   
In a follow up, we are now writing in support of the proposed 2022 updates to the 
Accessory Apartment ordinance.  These are primarily intended to address the two things 
that were not adopted five years ago by allowing: 
 

1. The building of detached accessory apartments, by-right, up to 900 sf  in size.  In 
addition, these will continue to conform with other rules for accessory buildings. 

2. The creation of an accessory apartment in a newly built home, thus eliminating 
the requirement that the main residence is at least four years old before an 
accessory apartment can be built. 
 

The LWVN’s support is in alignment with the .... 
 

1. League of Women Voters, US position [found on page 139] that ... that every 
person and family should have decent, safe, and affordable housing. State and 
local Leagues have worked to increase the supply of low and moderate-income 
housing through efforts to change zoning laws and to set up shared housing 
services. 

2. The League of Women Voters, Massachusetts position [ found on page 53]“to 
press for an increased supply of low- and moderate-income housing using 
different approaches-including..... abolition of local restrictive zoning and 
building code requirements. 

3. Newton’s Comprehensive Plan, 2011 [found on page 5-15]...UTILIZING EXISTING 
HOUSING.... We need to facilitate modifications to existing housing that can 
serve housing goals, such as creating accessory apartments, where appropriate. 

4. Our 2022-23 Annual Program Plan of Land Use and Housing Production & 
Stability [https://lwvnewton.org/2022-2023-lwv-newton-program/] 

 
So, in alignment with Newton’s Comprehensive Plan and LWV values, positions, and 
program priorities, we urge the City Council to adopt the proposed revisions to the 
Accessory Apartment ordinance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Judy Jaffe 
 
Judy Jaffe 
Acting President, League of Women Voters, Newton 


