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From the President
The following is an excerpt from the remarks given at our 2022 Annual Meeting,
held virtually on June 12, 2022:

As we reflect on this past year, which I think we all had hoped would be calmer,
healthier, and productive, we now find that once again, we have Covid hanging
over our heads and hearts.  Our country is divided  more than ever, and now
our economy is shaky at best, especially for those with middle and low
incomes.  To cap it off, there is a war...in Ukraine and on democracy. 

So, what kind of impact has this had on League priorities, let’s  take a look:

During this year, we saw the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement
Act of 2021 and the Freedom to Vote Act fail to pass the Senate.
Here in Massachusetts, The Votes Act has passed both the Senate and
House.  Currently it is in a conference committee.  The major sticking
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point is election day registration.
Most recently there was the SCOTUS leak about Roe V. Wade most likely
being over-turned.  Now this is not surprising, but it was a gut punch to
women.
The Senate was unable to pass the Women’s Health Protection Act.
Here in Massachusetts, abortion is legal for up to and in some cases
beyond 24 weeks under the ROE Act, which was passed in December
2020. 
And now with two mass killings, there is slim hope for gun control in the
US Senate.

In Massachusetts, we are fortunate that our state government protects our civil
and human rights more so than at the national level. So as League members it
is important that we all pay attention to what is happening, and our MARCOM
team is committed to keeping you informed as to what the state and national
Leagues are doing to regarding civil and human rights.....remembering that
Democracy is not a spectator sport.

Let’s now turn back to Newton and what the League has been doing to address
issues and opportunities right here at home.   This year, this report is taking a
different approach and listing a program area and what topic meetings,
advocacy, and League Presents were done to educate and influence city
leadership and community members at-large. READ MORE

President, League of Women Voters of Newton 
 

https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/mass-senate-to-vote-on-bill-expanding-abortion-access/2267660/
https://lwvnewton.org/2022/06/presidents-message-2022-annual-meeting/
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LWVUS Statement on SCOTUS Overturning Roe v. Wade
Today the League of Women Voters of the United States President Dr. Deborah
Turner and CEO Virginia Kase Solomón issued the following joint statement in
response to the 6 – 3 Supreme Court decision of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization, which overturns the constitutional right to abortion as
recognized for nearly 50 years in the landmark cases of Roe v. Wade and
Planned Parenthood v. Casey:   

"Today’s ruling strips women and those who may become pregnant of their
bodily autonomy and will have devastating — and immediate — consequences
across the country. While the Court’s opinion was expected, its harm is extreme
and real. When women and those who can become pregnant can no longer
make reproductive decisions for their own bodies, they are no longer equal
individuals in our democracy. This harm will exacerbate societal inequalities
and fall disproportionately on people of color and low-income communities
already facing egregious obstacles to health care...

Read the Full LWV US Statement

https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/supreme-court-strips-americans-constitutional-right-abortion-dobbs-v
https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/supreme-court-strips-americans-constitutional-right-abortion-dobbs-v?utm_source=NationalChapter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DobbsAnnouncement
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Municipal Transparency and Accountability Initiative
In order to evaluate the transparency and accountability of Newton’s city
government, and to advocate  for specific improvements, the League of Women
Voters of Newton (LWVN) has launched a Municipal Transparency and
Accountability Initiative. Over the next 12 months, LWVN will assess Newton’s
municipal transparency and accountability, with reference to the needs in our
community as well as examples and best practices implemented in other
communities, in the following key areas:

General information about municipal services, processes, and events 
Fiscal, operational, and demographic data
Consistent Information about Boards and Commissions

Board Transitions
We welcome Nia Higginbotham, David Micley, Madeline Ranalli, and Marcia
Tabenken to the LWVN Board of Directors! 

Thank you to Ellen Groody, Karen Manning, Josephine McNeil, and Theresa
Fitzpatrick for their service to the LWVN Board of Directors.  Your talents and
insights will be missed. Read more about their contributions in the President's
Message from the 2022 Annual Meeting.

Learn more

https://lwvnewton.org/2022/06/municipal-transparency-and-accountability-initiative-mission-statement-and-goals/
https://lwvnewton.org/2022/06/presidents-message-2022-annual-meeting/
https://lwvnewton.org/2022/06/municipal-transparency-and-accountability-initiative-mission-statement-and-goals/
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LEARN

The League Presents: Zoning Redesign, Part 1
In this segment, filmed in May 2022, Marcia Johnson talks with City Councilor
Deb Crossley about the city's progress on zoning redesign with a focus on:

A brief refresher on zoning principles
Actions taken to-date, since August 2020
Village Redesign, Phase I; citizen engagement/ outcomes
Village Redesign Phase II; zoning to achieve public policy objectives

Stay tuned for Part 2 which will focus on the MBTA Communities legislation and
what it might mean for Newton.

News and Updates

Senior Center/NewCAL
The NewCal project team will be presenting the latest plans which reflect the
feedback received to date as well as the latest design details on Thursday,
July 21 at 6:30pm. Learn more on the the city's website and view prior
meetings on the project website.  Register here for the upcoming July meeting.

Watch Now

https://lwvnewton.org/2022/05/the-league-presents-zoning-redesign-part-1/
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/seniors/newcal
https://newcal.projects.nv5.com/?doing_wp_cron=1656036514.0439529418945312500000
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FL3f6SKlSUuPeLDdMoMokg
https://vimeo.com/710174263?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=127522302
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In Case You Missed It...

LWV MA Council Recap
The League of Women Voters of Massachusetts held its 2022 Council on June
11 via Zoom. Over 150 members representing 36 local Leagues attended the
meeting.  Get the full recap here.

ACT

Join our Consensus Committee on Zoning

At its Annual Meeting held on June 12, 2022, the membership approved the
formation of a Consensus Study Committee to Update Zoning Positions.

This will be an intensive study of local zoning, and membership interest
is welcomed and encouraged.  Learn more here. 

Anyone interested in participating in this committee should contact us.

Opportunities for Action

View the June 2022 Mass League Action Newsletter

Recent Advocacy

LWVN Board joins petition to support funding for Early Education and
Child Care
LWVN Concurs with Newton Citizens Commission on Energy’s Memo
Rejecting Newton Cemetery’s Tree Removal Request

VOTE

The Votes Act Signed into Law!
The VOTES Act makes several permanent changes to Massachusetts’ election
laws, including: allowing voters to vote by mail without an excuse; expanding

https://lwvma.org/lwvma-council-2022/
https://lwvnewton.org/2022/06/membership-approves-consensus-study-committee-on-zoning/
https://lwvnewton.org/contact-us/
https://lwvnewton.org/contact-us/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/June-Action-Newsletter.html?soid=1102238939046&aid=erE_YAI2tdE
https://lwvnewton.org/2022/06/lwvn-signs-on-to-petition/
https://lwvnewton.org/2022/06/lwvn-2022-action-on-cemetary-trees/
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early voting options; making sure that eligible voters who are incarcerated are
able to request a mail ballot and vote; ensuring that the Commonwealth joins
the 30-state Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC) to keep voter
registration rolls up-to-date; and more. The bill also reduces the voter
registration deadline prior to an election from twenty days to ten. Learn more
here.

LWVN to be at 4th of July Celebration
Stop by our LWVN booth at Newton's 4th of July festivities at Albermarle Field.
Our Voter Service team will be there to register voters and share information
about the League and voting in 2022.

2022 MA Primaries -  Tues., Sept. 6
The ballot in 2022 will include Representative in Congress, Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, State Treasurer,
State Auditor, Governor's Council, State Senator, State Representative, District
Attorney, and Sheriff.  As a reminder, voters in primary elections vote the ballot
for the party in which they are registered.  Voters not enrolled in a party, may
choose which ballot they would like to complete.

Check your voter registration status
Democratic Candidates
Republican Candidates

Voter Registration Deadline: August 27, 2022 
Vote by Mail Application Deadline: August 29, 2022 
Early Voting: August 27 - September 2 
Election Day Polling Hours: 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

Please note:  Following the redistricting process, your voting district and/or
polling location may have changed since the last election.  Use the links below
to find the latest updates on your district and polling locations.

Find My Election Information (complete form and scroll to bottom of
results to view you new district information for 2022)
Where do I vote? Find out your polling location with this City of Newton
online form.

https://lwvma.org/governor-baker-signs-the-votes-act-into-law/
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegistrationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.aspx
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/ele22/state_primary-democratic22.htm
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/ele22/state_primary-republican22.htm
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/WhereDoIVoteMA/WhereDoIVote/
https://apps.newtonma.gov/residential-services
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