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August 9, 2021 
 
Newton City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear City Council, 

I am writing, on behalf of the LWVN Board of Directors in support of sending docket 
item 294-20/275-21 back to the Public Facilities Committee.  We think that there are 
many unanswered questions and important constituencies who were not part of this 
all important conversation.  At this time, we are not taking any position on the merits 
of the docket item,, as our concerns center completely around the process. 

For those who may not be aware that the League has a permanent seat on the Newton 
Citizens Commission on Energy (NCCE).  This is important to us as the League has the 
environment and climate as top priorities.  Therefore when we became aware of this 
docket item, through the Chamber’s newsletter and the John Hillard Globe Article, we 
turned to Stephen Grody our NCCE representative, to learn more about the item and 
the Commission’s thoughts.  To our surprise and dismay we learned that the NCCE , 
had  not seen or performed an analysis of the costs and benefits of this specific 
measure.  We have recently learned that the Newton Housing Partnership was not 
brought into this all important dialogue.  According to the Mayor, in the Globe article, “ 
the City Council’s Public Facilities Committee has been publicly discussing for two 
years the idea of asking the state Legislature to allow Newton to create the ordinance.” 
 
In addition to the environment and climate, the League has a focus on transparency 
within our local, state, and national government.  Therefore along with sending docket 
item 294-20/275-21 back to the Public Facilities Committee, we recommend that in 
the interest of transparency the Council and the Mayor please take the following 
actions: 
 
1. Provide the public with an explanation, in order to educate the community, on 

Home Rule Petitions and why this step is needed for this docket item 
2. Consult the NCCE before submitting any item to the Legislature 
3. Consult with the Newton Housing Partnership about the impact and mitigations 

needed relative to the creation of affordable housing units. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Marcia Johnson 
 
Marcia Johnson 
President, League of Women Voters, Newton

 
 
 

4. Provide a list of the those who have consulted, over this 2-year period, e.g. developers, 
builders, architects, and engineers and a report of what they said.  

 
Thank you for taking our recommendations into consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 


