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Memorial Commendation 
In Remembrance of 

Jane Gillett Leighton 
Whereas, The citizens of the City of Newton and the members of the Newton City Council were deeply 

saddened to learn of the death of long-time Newton Lower Falls resident Jane Leighton, who 
passed away on January 13, 2018, at the age of 98, and who is survived by her daughter Allison 
Stoner and her husband Philip "Jim" Stoner of Newton, her daughter Katherine of Saco, Maine 
and her grandchildren Jennifer, Andrew, Christine and Madeline; and 

Whereas, Jane Leighton was involved in many Newton organizations including the Newton Girl Scouts 
where she was active for more than 20 years, the Parent Teacher Association and the PTA Council, 
and the Eliot Church where she generously volunteered her time for social justice activities; and 

Whereas, Jane Leighton was actively involved in the Newton League of Women Voters, serving as its 
President from 1975 to 1977, and while at the League was deeply involved in issues of healthcare, 
fiscal policy, education, housing, equal rights, voting rights, waste management, and enrolling 
eligible recipients in the Food Stamp Program; and 

Whereas, Jane Leighton's legacy was recognized not only for her effectiveness in promoting social justice 
and improving the community she loved, but in her unique ability to do so in a way that invited 
and welcomed all to participate, and her willingness to take on any task with good humor, and so, 
in 1980 was the first recipient of the Jane Leighton Award named in her honor, which is given each 
year by the League of Women Voters to a member who shares her generosity, positive attitude and 
dedication for service to the Newton community through government involvement. 

Now Therefore be it Known, 
That as the City of Newton bids a fond farewell to Jane Leighton, it is fitting and proper that the 
members of the Newton City Council, representing all the citizens of the City of Newton, mourn 
the death of this kind and caring woman who leaves behind a legacy of service to a variety of 
institutions and organizations in the City of Newton, and expresses its deepest gratitude for the 
work and unparalleled service to the Newton community rendered by Jane Leighton; and 

Be it Further Known, 
That a copy of this Memorial Commendation be presented to her children, and that this Memorial 
Commendation be made part of the permanent official records of the archives of the City of 
Newton. 

Memorial Commendation offered this 28th Day of April, 2018 by 
Councilors Deborah J. Crossley, Andrea W. Kelley, Alison M. Leary and Andreae Downs 
on behalf of all of the members of the City Council. 

Alison M. Leary 
Councilor-at-La 

An rea W. Kelley 
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 3 

Andreae Downs 
Councilor-at-Large, Ward 5 


