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League of Women Voters of Newton 

2016 Annual Meeting 

Thursday, June 2, 2016 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Social Time/Dinner 6:00 PM  

Remarks from Meryl Kessler, Executive Director, LWVMA 6:45 PM 

Business Meeting 7:00 PM  

Call to Order  Flicop 

Jane Leighton Award Conferred  Flicop 

Appointment of Parliamentarian   Flicop 

Vote to Approve Proposed Annual Meeting Rules   Flicop 

Report of the Committee to Approve 2015 Minutes   Carter 

Appointment of Committee to Approve 2016 Minutes   Flicop 

Presidents’ Report   Flicop 

Treasurer’s Report   Kozinetz 

Presentation of Program Flicop 

Adoption of Program   Flicop 

Presentation of 2015-2016 Budget   Downs/Kozinetz 

Adoption of 2015-2016 Budget   Downs/Kozinetz 

Nominating Committee Report   Scheller 

Election of Officers and Directors  Scheller 

Member Direction to the Board  

Adjournment  8:30 PM  

 

Proposed rules for Annual Meeting: During debate on a motion, no member may speak more than once to that motion 
until all others who wish to speak have done so. After the original presentation, debate shall be limited to two minutes 
for each speaker.  
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2016 - 2017 PROPOSED PROGRAM 

(Issues for Study and Action) 

The Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Newton recommends adoption of the following 
program for 2016-2017 

1. All program positions approved by the membership at the May 2016 Annual Meeting and listed on 
www.lwvnewton.org 

2. Continuation of observing the Newton Charter Commission and advocating for LWVN positions. 
 

The Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Newton does not recommend adoption of the 
following program for 2016-2017 

Open and re-study the LWVN positions on Human Services, Housing on page 29 and on Land Use, Housing on page 32 
of the 2014 Handbook to examine the results of the City of Newton’s 10% low-moderate income housing policies 
through FY2015. 

Goal: To review how much low and moderate income housing has actually been built in 1970-2015 in Newton and how 
much market and/or luxury housing has been built in that period, to see how much progress has been made. Then, to 
update or revise existing positions as members may wish to do. 

Scope:  Obtain data from the Newton Planning Dept. and elsewhere showing the number of low-moderate, market rate 
and luxury rate units created in Newton from about 1970-2015, as well as the amounts of those lost in each category in 
that period. 

Time anticipated: One year, July, 2016 through May or June, 2017.  I envision one, possibly two, topic meetings devoted 
to this with consensus. 

 Reasons:   It has been almost 50 years since the City of Newton initiated a 10% policy of requiring developers to set 
aside at least 10% of the units in a building to provide housing for low and/or moderate income families.  This was 
before the state had the requirement known as Chapter 40B.  Newton was a pioneer in this effort. 

In the 1970’s, and maybe earlier, the Board of Aldermen negotiated with each developer requesting a special permit or 
other permits to build multi-family units that were not owner occupied, sometimes allowing the developer to change 
the mandated 10% units into “market rate” units after a certain time period.   

During the almost 50 years that Newton has required 10% of units to be set aside in projects requiring special permits, 
etc. we have not counted units that have been lost in the process of constructing the permitted projects – for instance, 
single family or triple-decker or duplex units -that were lost.  Nor have we kept track of the number of existing low-
moderate income homes that were purchased, torn down and re-built as luxury houses in this period.   

It is time to assess the actual results of what has been accomplished or not accomplished in Newton under its 10% 
requirement for the past roughly 55 years. 

Positions that should be looked at and might be revised: 

Housing 

a) Housing for low and moderate income families should be scattered throughout the city. 

[Examine this and see if it is in harmony with or in conflict with some of the other housing/land use positions and 
projects that LWVN has been supporting over the years.] 

b) New housing developments should be planned to accommodate a mixed socioeconomic group. 

[What percentage of each?  All we have now is that 10% should be low-moderate income level, but nothing about luxury 
units.] 

http://lwvnewton.org/
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c) Newton should continue to expand its leased housing program. 

[I agree wholeheartedly with this, but I’d like to get some statistics here as to how much we have, where the funds come 
from now and how widespread it is across Newton.] 

d) Private non-profit, cooperative, or limited dividend corporations should construct new housing for low and moderate 
income families. 

[Is this actually occurring recently?  Other than NCDF I’m not aware of any projects going on.] 

e) The City of Newton should make available city-owned sites suitable for the construction of low/moderate income 
housing: recommendations of the Planning Department should be considered in determining what sites are suitable for 
housing. 

[I’d like to look at the statistics, again, and see which sites the Planning Department recommended and how that fared 
getting through the permit process, and whether any other city departments, such as Engineering, might have been 
involved also.] 

f) The City Council should continue to implement its policy requiring that developers of new multiple-unit housing lease a 
certain percentage thereof for low-income tenants. 

[Doesn’t the City require 10%, due to state law?  Or, can the City require a higher percentage?] 

g) Non-profit organizations, banking, and real estate organizations should work together to promote opportunities for 
low and moderate income families to buy their own homes. 

[What has been going on in this area over the years?  I’m not aware of it, but there may have been action that has not 
gotten publicized.  Here is an area where I think the City and LWVN might be able to do more.  I would put CAN-DO and 
Josephine McNeill’s projects in this category, and I have supported them over the years.  She is expert at putting 
together packages of CPA funds, loans and grants to build scattered-site low and moderate income housing, usually 
duplexes or triple units.] 

Under Land Use, Housing 

Support maintaining and creating the full spectrum of housing types to reflect and enhance the diversity of Newton’s 
population and neighborhoods (adopted 2011)... 

[What does LWVN mean by diversity?  Are we looking for other specifics than race, such as religion, age, ethnic 
background?  What does the City do to gather information on these characteristics in, for instance, filling slots for low 
income housing for which we hold wait lists or do lotteries?] 

The Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of Newton recommends the following local action 
priorities for 2015-2016 

1. CPA:  Review CPA (Community Preservation Act) applications  

2. Observer Corps:  Expand our Observer Corps.  

3. Municipal Finance (pending new chair) 
A. Review the municipal budget to show how the City is obtaining, spending, and investing funds 

B. Educate the community about how the Mayor's office and the Finance Committee of the City Council set 
priorities and how the decision model impacts budget decisions 

C. Review the state of resources for needs in education, infrastructure, economic development, municipal 
services, and other areas to understand possible future implications for capital investment and the 
operating budget. 

D. Provide data and insight on proposed funding sources, including local taxation, state aid, and other 
revenues. 

4. Education 
A. Support efforts to adjust school start times to better meet the health and educational needs of students.   
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B. Monitor issues of equity and technology funding in the Newton Public Schools. 

C. Organize and promote a civics bee, to be held initially in one middle school with the goal of expanding to 
other middle schools, to promote interest in government and civic engagement. 

5. Environmental Issues 
A. Waste Reduction 

i. Continue our efforts to improve recycling rates and reduce trash in Newton 

ii. Review the single-stream recycling program. Single stream degrades the quality and ultimately 
the quantity of recyclables.  

B. Storm Water and Sewers 
i. Support sewer and stormwater surcharge rates at levels adequate for repair and maintenance 

ii. Support prudent ways to encourage reduction of I/I (inflow/infiltration) into the sewers 

iii. Educate and update members on the principles and concepts of “surface area, water quality” 
and related terms to encourage “low impact development” 

C. Energy/Climate Change 
i. Support of a revenue neutral fee on carbon.  Facilitate education through forums. 

ii. Gas leaks. Support state legislation to reduce gas leaks. 

6. Transportation 
A. Focus efforts on transportation changes that reduce vehicle miles traveled and increase safety for all 

road users. 

B. Continue collaboration with Newton Safe Sidewalks, the Mayor’s Transportation Advisory Group and 
other partners.         

C. Continue education through forums on urban transportation planning terms and principles.      

D. Support the system in place for implementing the Newton Bicycle Network Plan.  

E. Support and encourage the state League’s efforts regarding public transit and their other transportation 
priorities. 

7. Elections 
A. Attend meetings of the Newton Election Commissioners.  

B. Hold public meetings about polling locations:  the what, why and where for changing polling locations 

C. Help to publicize new early voting options 

8. Voter Service 
A. Organize and manage primary and general election debates for contested state offices in the 2016 

election.  We will work with NewTV to continue updating our approach and incorporate technology into 
the format. 

B. Continue efforts to register new voters through attendance at various events around Newton, including 
the Farmer’s Markets, village days, and high school senior days. 

9. Land Use and Housing Committee  
A. Champion local zoning reform in harmony with established LWV of Newton, Massachusetts and U.S. 

positions 

B. Stay informed of local land use and housing proposals, be prepared to make comments, ask questions, 
support or oppose according to LWV positions 

C. Develop and hold a public forum annually on a relevant topic of development, change, housing, smart 
growth, sustainability, and planning in Newton to provide a fact-based dialogue on the topics involved 

D. Examine and work with the state League to support state level zoning reform 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Members: Lynn Scheller, Chair; Pat Acton, Theresa Fitzpatrick, Ellen Glusman, Linda Green 

Proposed slate for the LWVN 2016-2017 Board of Directors: 

President-  Pia Bertelli 

Vice President- Sue Flicop  

Vice President – Lisa Mirabile 

Treasurer-Andrea Kozinetz 

Clerk- Theresa Fitzpatrick 

Board Members: 

Bonnie Carter 

Ellen Grody 

Alice Jacobs 

Marcia Johnson 

Lois Levin 

Linda Morrison 

Sharyn Roberts 

Up to ten additional Board members may be appointed by the elected Board as they deem necessary to carry on the 
work of the League. 

Nominating Committee for 2017-  Linda Green, Chairman; Lynn Scheller, one off Board member to be decided, and 2 
Board representatives to be elected by the 2016-2017 Board 

-- Lynn Scheller, Chair 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Charter Commission Committee Report 

Members:  Rhanna Kidwell (Chair through August, 2015), Lisa Mirabile and Sue Flicop (Co-chairs, August 2015 to 
present), Andreae Downs, Liz Hizer 

Under the leadership of Rhanna Kidwell, and as a result of tremendous hard work and perseverance from our 
volunteers, the Charter Committee met the deadline to gather enough signatures to meet the 15% requirement to put 
the question of a Charter Commission on the November 2015 ballot.  Rhanna resigned from the League Board and as 
chair of the committee over the summer to became a candidate for Charter Commission. Lisa Mirabile and Sue Flicop 
stepped up to (try to) fill the void she left. 

Once the petition was successfully submitted, LWVN efforts moved from signature gathering to information and 
advocacy for a “yes” vote in November.  In particular, on September 1st, both the Charter Committee and the Voter 
Service Committee presented “All about Charter Commissions,” which featured Marilyn Contreas, a Massachusetts 
charter commission expert, as well as two panelists from Everett -- a member and an observer of that city’s recent 
Charter Commission.  (Everett is a city of comparable size to Newton, and a key issue for its 2011 charter commission 
was reducing the size of their legislative body.) With the help of the Voters Service committee, in October we hosted 
two Open Houses (one at each high school) for voters to meet and talk to candidates for the Charter Commission, and 



League of Women Voters Newton 2016 Annual Workbook 7 

we published and distributed a Voters Guide specifically for Charter candidates.  In addition, we made our first venture 
into Yard Signs, and purchased and found locations to plant about 50 Vote Yes signs along prominent streets. And of 
course, we relied on the 22 candidates to help spread the word and encourage their supporters to vote Yes, as well as 
the work of the Voter Service Committee. 

Following voters’ resounding “Yes” to a charter commission in November, LWVN again changed focus, switching to 
observing and commenting on the work of the Charter Commission.  The LWVN website has a special section where all 
observer notes can be found.  We have commented at several public hearings, including the very first to welcome the 
Charter Commission members.  LWVN has also spoken in favor of a smaller City Council, but has no positions on the 
division between Ward Councilors and At-Large Councilors. 

We continue to attend the Charter Commission meetings as observers.  We always need more volunteers for this effort, 
so please contact us if you would like to participate on this committee! 

--Sue Flicop and Lisa Mirabile 

Communications Committee Report 

Our Newsletter/Communications committee has experienced some major changes over the last year.  One of our 
members, long-time LWVN active member Ann Grantham, died in November 2015.  Our temporary newsletter guru 
Doug Leith, was more than ready to hand that responsibility on to someone else, and Lisa Mirabile has taken on the task 
of converting the articles and material collected into an interactive web document. 

We also needed to reconsider how frequently we need to publish a newsletter.  With updates/news flashes going out 
every week by email to all members, the need for a monthly newsletter has diminished. What seems to make sense is to 
aim for a quarterly newsletter, plus Annual Meeting Workbook.  This plan gives us a place to gather LWVN statements, 
letters to public officials, and plans for events in a format easily accessible to almost all members. 

We hope this plan meets with the approval of the members as well as of the Board of Directors. 

Naturally, we are looking for a couple of non-Board LWVN members to augment our committee!  Please consider joining 
and adding your talents to our communications vehicles. 

--Linda Morrison and Lisa Mirabile 

Community Preservation Act (CPA) Committee Report 

Members: AnnaMaria Abernathy, Pia Bertelli, Lucia Dolan, Andreae Downs, Sue Flicop, Andrea Kelley, Lois Levin, Chris 
Steele 

Seven proposals, some of them huge, kept the Newton LWV’s ad-hoc group of reader/evaluators of Community 
Preservation Act proposals busy this year. 

The Newton Community Preservation Committee continues to have substantive discussions about each proposal, which 
must fall under one or more of the following to be funded with CPA funds—created by a 1% surcharge on local property 
taxes plus a state match: Historic preservation, Open Space/Recreation, or Community housing. 

Besides reviewing and commenting on proposals, the CPA readers were active observers of the CPA committee, which 
heard several pre-proposals that have not yet come to fruition. This year’s full proposals included: New Art Center: 
Planning for preservation of the former church at 61 Washington Park, Newtonville, in which it is housed; Newton Public 
Schools: Restore 1930s murals created for the original Newton High School, CAN-DO: Renovation of two units of existing 
housing at 10-12 Cambria Road, and 54 Taft Ave., both in West Newton; Newton Parks & Recreation: Rehabilitation & 
substantial construction of Newton Highlands Playground; Allen House: 35 Webster St., first phase of rehabilitation; 
and Crescent St.: site assessment for community housing & park. 

Reading proposals, observing the CPC and developing LWVN recommendations is great fun. We welcome you to join us! 
To do so, send an email to andreaedowns@gmail.com. 

mailto:andreaedowns@gmail.com
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--Andreae Downs 

Elections Committee Report 

Members:  Linda Green (Chair), Sue Flicop, Pia Bertelli 

The Elections Committee went through several changes this year, as long-time co-chairs Nancy Criscitiello and Ellen 
Glusman retired from the committee.  Sue Flicop filled in the gap for a few months until Linda Green stepped in as the 
new Chair. 

Our observations of the Election Committee have led to two letters this year, focused on proposed changes to three 
polling locations on the south side of the city.  Our input has made an impact on these changes, with only one polling 
location shifting from the Memorial-Spaulding Elementary School to Temple Beth Avodah in Ward 8.  We continue to 
observe the Election Commission meetings and hope to be helpful as they determine the best options for early voting in 
the fall.  All those interested in these issues should contact Linda and join the committee! 

--Sue Flicop and Linda Green 

Education Committee Report 

The Education Committee has no activity to report for this year. 

--Linda Green 

Environmental Issues Committee 

Members: Alison Leary, Chair, Andreae Downs, Priscilla Leith, Alicia Bowman, Lois Levin, Pia Bertelli, Deb Crossley, 
Brooke Lipsitt, Linda Walden, Maureen Reilly Meagher, Lucia Dolan 

Water, Sewer & Stormwater 
The Environmental Issues Committee continues to support long-term infrastructure planning, implementation and full 
funding for water, sewer and stormwater infrastructure improvement programs, and advocate for new guidelines that 
base stormwater rates on impervious surfaces. Much progress made this year with new rate structure, ongoing repair of 
pipes and significant reduction in infiltration and inflow. New municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4) permits 
have been issued by EPA. City has 5 years to implement. 

Stormwater is the major source of pollution impacting the water quality of the Charles River and Crystal Lake. 

Advocate for addressing non-point source pollution, improving local water quality, and minimizing impacts on 
ratepayers. 

Advocate for a stormwater component to "Complete Streets"; incorporating street trees, permeable paving materials, 
rain gardens to promote environmentally sensitive and sustainable use of public spaces. 

Exploring possibility of a Charles River Stormwater Coalition which could coordinate a regional approach towards 
managing stormwater for communities within the Charles River watershed. 

Transportation, pedestrian mobility, access and safety 
New Transportation Sub Committee formed. 

Addressing MBTA/Public Transportation– Gave testimony for minimal increase in MBTA fares. No more than 5% 
increase. Support improvements in Newton, including effective implementation and enforcement of ordinances 
requiring sidewalk snow clearance, and their renewal beyond the 2015 sunset for residences. 

Following City initiative; Newton in Motion; more equitable, economically and environmentally sustainable multimodal 
transportation system. 
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Letter to School Committee requesting a transportation policy for the School Department. 

Solid Waste/Recycling  
Plastic Bag ban:  In effect since July 30 2015. No enforcement required by the City. Very smooth transition. 

Requested a review of single stream, curbside automated program; after an initial increase in recycling rates from about 
47% to 55% when the program was implemented in 2009, recycling rates have declined to 38% curbside. 

The City is phasing out composting at Rumford Ave. This was done without any public input or consultation with City 
Council. LWVN advocated for the hire of a new recycling coordinator. 

Advocating for the Solid Waste Commission to meet again. Has not met in at least 2 years. Mayor's office wants to 
review all boards & commissions. 

Requesting tours of MRF (municipal recycling facility) and Wheelabrator Waste to Energy Facility in Saugus MA, where 
Newton's trash is burned. 

Legislative 
Support statewide campaign to repair gas lines. 

Follow legislation for a statewide revenue neutral fee on carbon.   

Other efforts 
Integrated pest management (IPM) Advisory Committee to meet; met with City staff, environmental advocates, and 
concerned citizens to discuss concerns and work to re-activate city IPM Committee. 

Action Items 
 Letter in support of protecting/preserving Webster Woods as open space/conservation land. 

 Letter in support of stormwater rate tiers. Gave Testimony before Public Facilities Committee 

 Topic meeting: Visioning a Better Washington Street Corridor & State Legislation on Transportation. Lois Levin 

 Topic Meeting: Meet Sustainability Director Andy Savitz 

--Alison Leary 

Land Use and Housing Committee Report  

Members:  Andrea Kelley- Chair, Chris Steele- Vice Chair. Committee members: Pia Bertelli, Andreae Downs, Kathleen 
Hobson, Jim O’Connell, Carol Ann Shea, John Sisson, Greer Tan Swiston. Others welcome.   

 Champion local zoning reform in harmony with established LWV Newton, LWV Massachusetts and LWVU.S. 
positions 

 Stay informed of local land use and housing proposals, be prepared to make comments, ask questions, support 
or oppose according to LWV positions 

 Develop and hold a public forum annually on a relevant topic of development, change, housing, smart growth, 
sustainability, and planning in Newton to provide a fact-based dialogue on the topics involved  

 Examine and work with the state League to support state level zoning reform 

The committee met eight times since formed in June 2015.  Topics discussed include: Zoning Reform II, development 
proposals for: the Orr Block (One Washington Place), the Engine 6 HUD Complaint, Cherry Street/CAN-DO proposal, 
Turtle Lane, St. Philip Neri, 1615 Beacon Street, Rowe Street, Austin Street, Wells Ave., Crescent Street, as well air rights, 
the Mayor’s Strategic Housing Plan, 40B and 1.5% land area “safe harbor” [claim by City that we have met state housing 
guidelines and are no longer subject to 40B; which is disputed by some  State government agencies]. 

Committee members continue to observe the BOA/City Council, Zoning Board of Appeals, Community Preservation 
Committee and other bodies as appropriate. 

A Forum is being planned for Sept. 2016 on Development and Change in Newton.  More to follow! 

-- Andrea Kelley, Chair and Chris Steele, Vice Chair 
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Membership Committee Report 

I am pleased to report that we have welcomed 14 new members since annual meeting 2015.  We have also been 
working on membership retention.  In January, we reported 162 members in the LWVUS database.  This number is used 
to calculate our PMP (per member payment) to the state and national Leagues.  Also, it determines the number of 
delegates we are allowed at the national convention.  Having more than 150 members entitles us to three voting 
delegates.  The breakdown of member types is show below.  We are especially grateful to our Champion, Supporting, 
and Sustaining Members, who choose to pay a premium membership rate to help support the LWVN! 

 Number  Price 

Champion Members 2 $150 

Supporting Members 12 $100 

Sustaining Members 3 $75 

Individual Members 121 $60 

Secondary Members  
(2nd person in household) 

12 $30 

Student Members 1 $25 

50+ members  10 $0 

Lifetime Members  1  (no longer available) 

 

We miss Ann Grantham who passed away in November.  She was an exemplary membership chair and I learned a lot 
from her.  But she left big shoes to fill! 

I would like to thank members of the committee:  treasurer Andrea Kozinetz for taking care of the money, Ellen Grody 
for maintaining the databases—both local and national, Lisa Mirabile for e-mailing renewal notices and preparing snail 
mail notices, Linda Morrison for helping with mailings, Sharyn Roberts for recruiting new members while she does voter 
registration and for contacting lapsed members.  We have a great team! 

--Bonnie Carter 

Municipal Finance Committee Report 

The Municipal Finance Committee has as its overall and long-term goals to: 

 Review the municipal budget to show how the City is obtaining, spending, and investing funds 

 Educate the community about how the Mayor's office and the Finance Committee of the City Council set 
priorities and how the decision model impacts budget decisions 

 Review the state of resources for needs in education, infrastructure, economic development, municipal services, 
and other areas to understand possible future implications for capital investment and the operating budget 

 Provide data and insight on proposed funding sources, including local taxation, state aid, and other revenues. 

 For over the past year, the committee has been on hiatus, pending naming of a new committee chair. 

-- Chris Steele, Chair 

Topic Meetings Committee Report 

During the 2015-2016 year, the LWVN held monthly topic meetings designed to educate members, discuss important 
City and League issues, and engage potential new members.  These meetings are held the second Wednesday or 
Thursday (based on NewTV availability) of each month from 11:30am to 1pm at NewTV’s offices on Easy Street.  
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Topics covered during 2015-2016 included: 

 Thursday October 15 Constitutional Amendment Study and Consensus 

 Thursday November 12 Sustainability in Newton with speaker Andrew Savitz 

 Thursday December 10 Hunger in Newton with speakers Rachel Nenner-Payton, MSW, LICSW, Director of 
Community Social Services for the City of Newton and Amy McGregor-Radin, Executive Director of the 
Centre Street Food Pantry in Newton Centre. 

 Thursday January 14 Money in Politics Study and Consensus. The meeting explained the current system of 
campaign finance regulation in an effort to help prepare members for the LWVUS update of its campaign 
finance position.  

 Wednesday February 3 Newton’s Election Commission 

 Wednesday March 9 Why So Early? Rethinking the High School Start Time with speakers Chris Steele and 
Risa Shames of the Newton South School Council.  

 Wednesday April 13 Visioning a Better Washington Street & State Legislation on Transportation 

In addition to the meetings, the topic meetings are summarized in the periodic LWVN newsletter and on the website. 
The Topic Meeting committee is developing the agenda for 2016-2017 meetings and welcomes all ideas and 
suggestions. 

--Ellen Grody and Lisa Mirabile, Co-Chairs  

Transportation Committee Report 

Members: Lois Levin and Alicia Bowman, co-chairs; Helen Rittenberg, Andrea Downs, Alison Leary 

The committee has met regularly throughout the year.  Our efforts have been focused on reducing vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) and increasing safety.  This is supported by several state league positions.  

Advocacy:  The committee wrote a letter to the Newton School Committee from the LWVN supporting their goal to 
increase the number of students walking, biking and taking the bus to school.  We encouraged the SC to create the 
policies needed to support this including supporting the Safe Routes to School Task Force, integrating pedestrian, bus 
and bicycle route planning into new school site design, adding education programs, working with the city to create safer 
walking and biking conditions near schools and along school routes, improve communications regarding keeping 
sidewalks clear for year round walking and biking. 

Collaboration:  Our members are also part of other city groups looking at Transportation.  Including the Mayor’s 
Transportation Advisory Group, Newton Safe Routes to School Task Force, the Newton Bicycle Advisory Group and Bike 
Newton.  

Education:  We held a topic meeting in April on transportation.  Our main topic was the redesign of Washington Street 
to be safer and more welcoming and that better serves all modes of transportation and supports the residents and 
businesses in the villages of Newton Corner, Newtonville and West Newton.  There have been several studies done in 
the past few years on the Washington St. corridor.  Given the growth of housing and businesses in this corridor, now is a 
critical time to address the poor transportation infrastructure.  The presentation is on the LWVN website.    We also 
discussed 4 important transportation safety bills currently before the State Transportation Committee and why these 
are important to Newton.  They are The Bike Lane Bill, The Truck Side Guard Bill, The Vulnerable Road Users Bill and The 
Bike Lane Protection Bill.  We are currently planning a forum in the fall “The Road Less Traveled: steps to reducing 
vehicle miles traveled to support a more sustainable Newton” forum on October 27th and a topic meeting on "Vision 
Zero" in the Spring of 2017.  

--Lois Levin 
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Voter Service Committee Report 

Co-Chairs:  Bonnie Carter, Sharyn Roberts, and Sue Flicop   

Voter Education:  To help voters understand their choices in a very busy election season last fall, LWVN held a Ward 2 
Aldermen-at-Large Candidates’ Forum for the preliminary election, as well as five Candidates’ Forums in the general 
election.  The latter were for Aldermen-at-Large seats in Wards 2, 3, 5 and 8, as well as the School Committee seat in 
Ward 5.  These were all done in partnership with NewTV.  We also produced two Voters Guides (municipal office and 
charter commission), with financial support from The Village Bank.   

LWVN held two “Don’t Just Stand There… Run!” events for candidates, potential candidates, and their supporters.  The 
first (in April 2015) was focused on why and how candidates can run for office; the second (in September 2015) was on 
how candidates can work successfully with the media to present themselves to the voters.  This featured Greg Reibman 
of Village14.com, Andy Levin of the Newton TAB, Lisa Mirabile of Tech-Tamer, and Barbara Brilliant of Brilliant 
Communications.   

Finally, we held one information meeting about Charter Commissions and three Charter Commission Candidates’ Open 
Houses (during October) for voters to meet candidates directly.   

In January 2016, LWVN held a light “welcome” supper to the newly elected officials.  This was well attended and much 
appreciated.  Thanks to Theresa Fitzpatrick and Pia Bertelli for organizing the food, and LWVN members who came to 
greet the officials.  

Many thanks to Lisa Mirabile, Sharyn Roberts, Bonnie Carter and the many numerous volunteers who made this all 
happen, as well as to all the candidates and our wonderful media partners. 

Voter Registration:  Throughout the year we registered seniors at assisted living centers, and high school students before 
each preliminary, primary, and regular elections at both Newton high schools, Framingham High School, and Roxbury 
Community College.  We also registered voters and distributed absentee ballot applications at the Farmers Markets on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays from May to October, at all village day events, and at City of Newton celebrations such as July 
4th and Harvest Fair.  These tables also doubled as signature gathering opportunities to educate the voters on approving 
a Charter Commission to review Newton’s city charter.  In cooperation with the Newton Election Commission office, we 
drove poll workers to work at the polls and citizens to vote at all elections.   

 --Sharyn Roberts and Bonnie Carter 
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LOCAL ACTION ITEM LOG 

 May 12, 2015:  Letter to Board of Aldermen in support of a special permit for the proposed project on the site of 
the Austin Street parking lot. 

 June 9, 2015:  Testimony to the Land Use Committee of the Board of Aldermen in support of the Austin Street 
project. 

 June 10, 2016:  Letter to the Land Use Committee of the Board of Aldermen in support of the Austin Street 
project. 

 July 1, 2015:  Press release that the signature-gathering stage to put a Charter Commission on the November 
ballot has been completed.  Advocacy for a “yes” vote begins.  Subsequent publication in the Newton TAB and 
online at Wicked Local Newton and Village14.com 

 July 14, 2015:  Letter to the Board of Aldermen in support of adding the question of a Charter Commission to the 
November ballot 

 July 26, 2015:  The Boston Globe reported on the campaign for a Charter Commission, including excerpts from 
an interview with LWVN President Sue Flicop 

 July 31, 2015:  Letter to the Board of Aldermen about Election Commission recommendations to change three 
polling locations to Newton South High School 

 September 1, 2015:  “All About Charter Commissions” Forum at Newton Free Library featuring state expert 
Marilyn Contreas, Everett Charter Commission member John Hanlon, and Everett Charter Commission observer 
David Flood 

 October 6, 2015:  Statement to the Board of Aldermen Land Use Committee in support of the proposed Austin 
Street project 

 October 9, 2016:  Letter to the full Board of Aldermen in support of the proposed Austin Street project 

 November 4, 2015:  Statement to the Community Preservation Committee in support of murals restoration at 
Newton North High School, preservation planning for the New Arts Center and for an affordable housing project 
on Cambria Road. 

 November 9, 2015:  Letter to Community Preservation Committee in support of murals restoration at Newton 
North High School, preservation planning for the New Arts Center and for an affordable housing project on 
Cambria Road.  

 November 18, 2015:  Letter to the Public Facilities Committee in support of the sidewalk snow clearing 
ordinance 

 November 18, 2015:  Letter to the Editor of the Newton TAB thanking voters for their support of the Charter 
Commission 

 November 21, 2015:  Letter to Mayor Warren and the Board of Aldermen regarding the future of Webster 
Woods 

 November 29, 2016:  Letter to the Board of Aldermen in support of the proposed Austin Street project 

 December 10, 2015:  Letter to the Community Preservation Committee with questions about the Newton 
Highlands Playground application 

 February 4, 2016:  Letter to Newton City Council in support of proposed non-residential storm water rates 

 March 8, 2016: Letter to Community Preservation Committee in support of Allen House and Crescent Street 
applications 

 March 8, 2016:  Letter to City Council in support of more solar panels in Newton 

 March 9, 2016:  Letter and testimony to the Charter Commission on the executive branch and School Committee 

 March 13, 2016:  Letter to the City Council Finance Committee in support of increased funding of the Charter 
Commission 

 March 17, 2016:  Letter to the City Council on holding public discussions on polling locations 

 March 30, 2016:  Letter and testimony to the Charter Commission on size of the City Council 

 May 2, 2016:  Letter to the City Council with revised statement on non-residential storm water rates 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Balances from Prior Report as of May 2015 

 Checking Account  $7,249  

 Investment in Certificates of Deposit  $9,590  

 Ending Balance  $16,839  

 

Balances as of May 2016  

 Checking Account  $9,118  

 Investment in Certificates of Deposit  $9,719  

 Ending Balance $18,837  

  

 Difference from 2015(-)  $1,998 

A sincere thank you to all LWVN members who have made financial contributions in addition to LWVN dues. 

--Andrea I Kozinetz, Treasurer 
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PROPOSED BUDGET, 2016-17 

Budget Committee Members: Andreae Downs, Chair; Pia Bertelli, Andrea Kozinetz 

   Year to Date   2016 Budget   2017 Proposed Budget  

INCOME  2016*      

Dues  $ 5,439.00   $ 8,125.00   $ 9,720.00  

Individual memberships       

Secondary memberships       

Contributions  $ 135.00   $ 250.00   $ 150.00  

Subtotal Dues  $ 5,574.00   $ 8,375.00   $ 9,870.00  

Handbook Sponsorship    $ 2,000.00    

Voters Guide Sponsorship  $ 850.00      

Annual Meeting    $ 1,000.00   $ 1,000.00  

Phonathon/Scharfman Grant  $ 1,371.00   $ 500.00   $ 500.00  

Fundraising    $ 2,000.00   $ 2,691.00  

High School Scholarship Fund    $ 200.00   $ 200.00  

Interest Income  $ 120.00   $ 150.00   $ 120.00  

Donations-in-Kind  $ -      

 TOTAL INCOME   $ 7,915.00   $ 14,225.00   $ 14,381.00  

        

EXPENSES       

Payments per Member       

 PMP - LWV US  $ 1,000.00   $ 4,000.00   $ 5,184.00  

 PMP - LWV MA  $ 2,455.00   $ 2,875.00   $ 3,726.00  

Subtotal PMP  $ 3,455.00   $ 6,875.00   $ 8,910.00  

Fund Raising   $ -      

Event    $ 200.00    

Phonathon    $ 100.00    

Subtotal Fund Raising  $ -   $ 300.00   $ -  

Communications        

Postage       

Newsletter    $ 160.00    

Postcards      $ 400.00  

Membership  $ 193.00   $ 200.00   $ 200.00  

PO Box  $ 136.00   $ 135.00   $ 136.00  

Printing - Newsletter  $ -   $ 300.00    

Website domain registration  $ 35.00   $ 27.00   $ 35.00  

Telephone  $ -      

Non-reimbursed expenses       

Subtotal Communications  $ 364.00   $ 822.00   $ 771.00  

Councils/Conventions       
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 Council/Convention - LWV US  $ -   $ 2,000.00    

 Council/Convention - LWV MA  $ 150.00   $ 250.00   $ 700.00  

Subtotal US and MA Convention  $ 150.00   $ 2,250.00   $ 700.00  

Board/Administration       

Board Orientation    $ 100.00   $ 100.00  

Membership    $ 250.00   $ 250.00  

Public Relations  $ -      

Nominating Committee  $ -      

Training/workshops  $ -      

Archives Project       

Subtotal Board/Administration  $ -   $ 350.00   $ 350.00  

Program       

 Meetings/Forums  $ 675.00   $ 1,000.00   $ 1,000.00  

Poll Workers Party    $ 100.00   $ 100.00  

Welcome Party for Elected Officials  $ 210.00   $ 200.00    

Holiday Party    $ 100.00   $ 200.00  

Day on the Hill     $ 200.00   $ 200.00  

 Study/Advocacy    $ 200.00   $ 200.00  

 Voters Service  $ 250.00      

Subtotal Program  $ 1,135.00   $ 1,800.00   $ 1,700.00  

Handbook       

 Handbook Printing  $ -   $ 600.00    

 Handbook Postage  $ -   $ 100.00    

Subtotal Handbook Expenses  $ -   $ 700.00   $ -  

Annual Meeting       

 Annual Meeting Workbook Postage  $ -   $ 50.00   $ 50.00  

 Annual Meeting Workbook Printing  $ -   $ 200.00   $ 100.00  

 Annual Meeting General Expenses  $ -   $ 500.00   $ 850.00  

Subtotal Annual Meeting Expenses  $ -   $ 750.00   $ 1,000.00  

Miscellaneous Contributions/Dues       

Annual dues payment to NewTV  $ 200.00   $ 150.00   $ 200.00  

Annual Contribution to LWVMA  $ 200.00   $ 500.00   $ 200.00  

Harvard/LWVNewton Archives    $ 100.00   $ 100.00  

Highschool Scholarship    $ 200.00   $ 300.00  

Mayor's Community Breakfast (ad)    $ 150.00   $ 150.00  

Subtotal Misc. Contribution Expenses  $ 400.00   $ 1,100.00   $ 950.00  

        

TOTAL EXPENSES  $ 5,504.00   $ 14,947.00   $ 14,381.00  

        

NET SURPLUS (DEFICIT)  $ 2,411.00   $ (722.00)  $ -  
 

*add'l 2016 expenses: LWVUS convention, annual meeting, student award, misc. reimbursements 


